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CBGs protect a minimum of twenty acres on stand-alone property, or five acres when adjacent to other
land under conservation easement or permanently protected.

CBGs perform natural (or green burial) practices in concert with the conservation and restoration
strategies implemented on the property.

CBGs prioritize the conservation of land and the biodiversity of existing ecosystems, in perpetuity.

CBGs inter the deceased directly into the earth in a biodegradable burial shroud, casket, or other burial
container made from untreated natural materials.

Site conditions as identified in the EIA/BDR and/or land management plans will restrict burial density on
the property, with the average density for a CBG not exceeding 300 burials per acre.

CBGs require a legally binding conservation easement (or deed restriction) that preserves the land’s
natural resources and permanently protects the cemetery from subdivision and/or development.

CBGs conduct an initial Ecological Impact Assessment (EIA) or Baseline Documentation Report (BDR)
that captures existing natural resources, plant and wildlife presence, and identifies sensitive land and
water features. This process includes periodic updates to assess future property/habitat conditions and
plant inventory.

CBGs establish an endowment fund to ensure the long-term management of the burial ground. A
minimum target of ten percent of all proceeds from burial rights sales is recommended.

CBGs create land management plans that restrict burial operations within sensitive areas, including
natural heritage areas, watersheds, and creek/stream buffers.

A CBG’s conservation easement must be held by a land trust partner or a local government land
protection agency or commission, that monitors and enforces the easement on an annual basis.
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CBGs only allow low-profile natural grave markers that do not disrupt the burial ground landscape.

CBGs do not permit burial vaults or outer burial containers.

CBGs provide family members and friends of the deceased with opportunities to engage in the burial
experience, acting as pallbearers, crafting the burial service, and helping to close the grave.

CBGs control all onsite plantings. Plantings on gravesites are only permitted under the supervision of the
cemetery manager/operator.

CBGs do not accept embalmed bodies or other invasive preservation and preparation techniques.

CBGs develop a Maintenance and Operations Manual to be utilized by all staff members, contractors,
and volunteers, to ensure the burial ground’s mission, goals, policies, and best practices are followed.

CBGs create protective policies and review criteria around the introduction of offsite materials or soils, in
order to align with conservation goals.

CBGs practice accurate record keeping, including advance sale reservations, plot designations,
endowment care, burial locations, and all other records, to comply with applicable state cemetery statutes
and rules.

CBGs are actively engaged in the restoration of the land; removing invasives; restoring forests, prairies,
and wetlands; and supporting native trees, plants, grasses, and habitat.




